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Spain is divided into 17 autonomous regions 

 

Decentralization of health care system 
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Patterns of immigration 

Trend of the foreign population in Spain 

Source: National Statistics Institute (INE) 
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Patterns of immigration 

Foreign population by sex 

Source: National Statistics Institute (INE) 
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Patterns of immigration 

Age structure of national and non-national immigrants in 2014 

Source: National Statistics Institute (INE) 
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Patterns of immigration 

Immigration by EU country of birth 

Source: National Statistics Institute (INE) 
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Patterns of immigration 

Source: National Statistics Institute (INE) 

Immigration by non EU country of birth 
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Immigration centres 

No specific centres for immigrants 

 

• Tropical Medicine Centres 

• National Centre for Tropical Medicine 

• International Health 

• Spanish Society of Tropical Medicine 
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Diseases among immigrants 

• Tuberculosis 

• Hepatitis B and C 

• STI 

• HIV / AIDS 

• Leprosy 

• Malaria 

• Schistosomiasis 

• Filariasis 

• Leishmaniasis 

• Chagas disease 

• Dengue 
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Screening of asymptomatic 

health people  

1. Personal background  

2. Current medical history 

3. Physical exploration 

4. Psychological basic exploration 

5. Additional tests 
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Screening of asymptomatic 

health people  
1. Personal background  
 
• Birth country and travelled countries 
• Length of stay in Spain 
• Housing characteristics and cohabitants 
• Relevant medical history: tuberculosis, STIs, HBV, HIV,… 
• Stressors that impede adaptation 
• Allergies 
• Activity and employment status  
• Educational level 

 
In women: 
• Gynaecological, obstetric and possible STIs medical history 
• Contraceptive method used  
• Abortions 
• Controls of previous pregnancies 
• Gender violence 

 
In children: 
• Mother’s pregnancy monitored or not  
 
• Vaccination status 
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Screening of asymptomatic 

health people  

5. Additional tests 

 
– CBC 

– Blood biochemistry 

– Urinalysis 

– Parasite in faeces 

– Tuberculin skin test and chest X-ray 

– Serology 

o Hepatitis B  

o Hepatitis C  

o Syphilis 

o HIV/AIDS  

o Toxoplasmosis  

o Rubella 

– Blood smear for malaria 
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Number of new patients attending the Tropical Medicine Unit (2004-2014) 

Source: Annual report, Tropical Medicine Unit. Poniente (Almería), 2014 
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Main diagnoses in immigrant patients by area of origin (2004 -2014) 

Source: Annual report, Tropical Medicine Unit. Poniente (Almería), 2014 
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Countries of origin of the patients seen during 2014 

Source: Annual report, Tropical Medicine Unit. Poniente (Almería), 2014 
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Most relevant parasitological infections diagnosed in  2014 

Source: Annual report, Tropical Medicine Unit. Poniente (Almería), 2014 



26 

Mantoux test results, 2014 

Other infectious diseases diagnosed and/or treated in 2014 

 

Source: Annual report, Tropical Medicine Unit. Poniente (Almería), 2014 
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Lessons learnt and challenges 

Same health system (no parallel system 

for immigrants) 

Multidisciplinary teams 

 

Training programs for HCW 

Community participation 

Systematic screening protocol for 

asymptomatic immigrants 



Thank you very much 
Muchas gracias 


