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ProVacMed Project 

 Vaccination Programmes in the 

Mediterranean basin and Black Sea 

countries: strategies and coverage 



The Network for the control of cross-border health 

threats in the Mediterranean Basin and Black Sea 

 Currently  the Network is involved in several Projects: 

 

 MedPreMIER: ID Screening in Migrants – (funded by Italian 

MoH) 

 

 ProVacMed: VPD Strategies and Coverage - (funded by 

Italian MoH) 

 

 MediLabSecure: VBD lab and integrated surveillance - 

(funded by EC DGDEVCO) 

 

 MediEpiet: Epi Training - (funded by EC DGDEVCO) 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To strengthen and share the 

knowledge on the control of vaccine 

preventable diseases (VPD), 

representing potential cross-border 

health threats, in the Mediterranean 

Basin and Black Sea 

General objective 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• To collect information on immunization 

strategies, including variability at subnational 

level 

• To collect vaccination coverage data at 

national and subnational level and in risk 

groups 

 

 

Specific objectives 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Share knowledge on vaccination strategies 

and experiences among countries 

• Create a network of experts in the field of 

vaccination  

  

 in the Mediterranean basin and Black Sea 

countries 

 

 

In order to: 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Increased movement of population 

• Outbreaks involving migrant population 

• Hard to reach groups with limited access to 

vaccination 

• Civil wars and other events limited access to 

immunization services in many countries 

• Vaccination coverage varies at subnational 

level 

Rational 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Immunization strategies and coverage data of 

most vaccinations in children 

• Collected through the WHO/UNICEF Joint 

Report Form (JRF) on yearly basis 

• Disseminated through the WHO website 

 

Additional information collected through the 

VENICE network (for the EU/EEA countries) 

 

  

  

 

Available information 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Other age groups: adolescents and adults 

• Risk groups 

• Subnational variability 

  

  

 

Focus on 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The survey  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Electronic survey on immunization strategies 

and coverage 

• Participating countries: non-EU countries of 

the Mediterranean Basin and Black Sea 

• Experts working in the field of vaccination 

• Excel format 

  

  

 

Methods  



 

One sheet for general information  

One sheet for each vaccination 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

General information: 

- Details on the contact person 

- Presence of a NIP in your country and age 

groups covered 

- Link to the website reporting country’s 

immunization calendar and coverage 

- Approval for data dissemination 

  

 

Collected information (1)  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Three sections for each vaccine: 

A. Immunization strategies 

B. Vaccination coverage by age and risk groups 

(national data) 

C. Subnational coverage data (limited to 

vaccinations in children) 

 

 

  

  

 

Collected information (2)  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Polio  

• Diphtheria, Tetanus 

• Pertussis 

• Measles, Rubella 

• Hepatitis B 

 

  

  

 

Vaccinations explored  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Existence of a recommendation and year of 

introduction 

• Difference among subnational territories (in 

terms of strategies and schedules) 

• Doses and schedule 

• Type of vaccine 

• Payment scheme 

by 

• Age groups (children, adolescents, adults) 

• Risk groups 

A. Immunization strategies  



 



 



 
Prefilled fields 



http://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/Immunization_Summary_2013.pdf?ua=1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Prefilled with data 

published on the WHO 

website (collected 

through the 

WHO/UNICEF JRF) 

 

Strategies in children  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Schedule  

Doses  

Type of vaccine 

Coverage data 

Payment scheme 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Existence of a mechanism to monitor coverage 

• Estimated vaccination coverage (%) 

• Year  

• Numerator and denominator 

• Method of assessment (details) 

• Frequency of data collection 

By 

• Age groups 

• Risk groups (estimated target population size) 

  

  

 

B. Vaccination coverage   



 



 

Prefilled fields 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prefilled with data published on the WHO website (JRF) 

 

  

  

 

National coverage in children  

Method of 

assessment 
http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/wucoveragecountrylist.html 

Coverage data 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Number of subnational territories in the country 

(national is the first) and population size 
 

• Estimated coverage (%) 

• Year  

• Numerator and denominator 

• Method of assessment (details) 

• Frequency of data collection 

by subnational territory 
 

Limited to «children» age group 

C. Subnational coverage data   



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Share the questionnaire (Polio vaccination as 

an example) 

• Take confidence with information to be 

collected and data sources 

• Integration and amendments to the survey  

• Identification of Contact Points 

• No need to deliver the questionnaires!!! 

  

  

 

Working groups 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Finalize the questionnaire 

• Data collection 

• Data Analysis 

• Preliminary Report 

• Data validation 

• Final Report 

  

 

Next steps 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

• Final report with aggregated data 

• Country profiles with information on 

immunization strategies and coverage 

 

  

  

 

Expected results 



 



 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cristina: 

 Iria Preza 

 Kojic Dusan  

 Itamar Grotto 

 Moh’d Bassam 

Qasem 

 Carmen Montano-

Remacha 

  

  

 

Working groups’ participants 

Christian: 

 Arijana Kalaveshi 

 Luljeta Gashi  

 Zeina  Farah 

 Ahmed Elgrari 

 Silvia Stratulat 

 Tanya Melillo 

  

  

 

Maria Grazia: 

 Blagoja Aleksoski  

 Milena Vasic 

 Latifa Maazaoui 

 Iryna Rudenko 

 Georgios 

Anastopoulos 

 

  

  

 



 

  

 

 

Thank you! 

ISS contact for the survey: cristina.giambi@iss.it 

 


