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Overview

• What is WBTi?

• How can it help us monitor IYCF-E?

• What is the state of IYCF-E in Europe

• What is the state of IYCF-E in Italy?

• How can the WBTi help us advocate for the protection of IYCF-E? 



What is the WBTi? 

• Tool for assessing implementation of the Global Strategy for Infant 
and Young Child Feeding in a standard way

• Based on the WHO's tool for national assessment of policy and 
programs on IYCF

• Generates country reports

• A global data repository on IYCF
• https://www.worldbreastfeedingtrends.org/wbti-countries.php

Dr Arun Gupta
WBTi Global Coordinator



WBTi: assessment process 
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WBTi Policy and Program Indicators

1. National Policy, Programme and Coordination

2. Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative

3. Implementation of the International  Code of Marketing of Breastmilk 
Substitutes

4. Maternity Protection

5. Health and Nutrition Care Systems 

6. Mother Support and Community Outreach

7. Information Support

8. Infant feeding and HIV

9. Infant and Young Child feeding during Emergencies

10. Mechanism of Monitoring and Evaluation System



WBTi Indicator 9: IYCF-E
Criteria for assessment √  Check that apply

9.1) The country has a comprehensive Policy/Strategy/ Guidance on infant and young child feeding during emergencies

as per the global recommendations with measurable indicators.

YES

 2

NO

 0

9.2) Person(s) tasked to coordinate and implement the above policy/strategy/guidance have been appointed at the

national and sub national levels

YES

 2

NO

 0

9.3) The health and nutrition emergency preparedness and response plan based on the global recommendation

includes:

1. Basic and technical interventions to create an enabling environment for breastfeeding, including counselling by

appropriately skill trained counsellors, and support for relactation and wet-nursing.

YES

 0.5

NO

 0

2. Measures to protect, promote and support appropriate and safe complementary feeding practices YES

 0.5

NO

 0

3. Measures to protect and support the non breast-fed infants YES

 0.5

NO

 0

4. Safe spaces for IYCF counselling support services. YES

 0.5

NO

 0

5. Measures to minimize the risks of artificial feeding, including an endorsed Joint statement on avoidance of

donations of breastmilk substitutes, bottles and teats, and standard procedures for handling unsolicited donations,

and minimize the risk of formula feeding, procurement management and use of any infant formula and BMS, in

accordance with the global recommendations on emergencies

YES

 0.5

NO

 0

6. Indicators, and recording and reporting tools exist to closely monitor and evaluate the emergency response in the

context of feeding of infants and young children.

YES

 0.5

NO

 0

9.4) Adequate financial and human resources have been allocated for implementation of the emergency preparedness

and response plan on IYCF

YES

 2

NO

 0

9.5) Appropriate orientation and training material on infant and young child feeding in emergencies has been integrated

into pre-service and in-service training for emergency management and relevant health care personnel. YES

 0.5

NO

 0

9.6) Orientation and training is taking place as per the national plan on emergency preparedness and response is aligned

with the global recommendations ( at the national and sub-national levels)

Yes

 0.5

NO

 0

Total Score: _____/10



Global Strategy implementation in Europe

https://www.worldbreastfeedingtrends.org/resources/publications



Global Strategy implementation in Europe

1 – National policy, program and coordination
2 – Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative
3 – Implementation of the Code
4 – Maternity protection
5 – Health and nutrition care systems

6 – Mother support and community outreach
7 – Information support
8 – Infant feeding and HIV
9 – IYCF-E
10 – Monitoring and evaluation



Global Strategy implementation in Europe



WBTi Italy 

2018



WBTi Italy - Partner List

ACP – Associazione 
Culturale Pediatri 

AICPAM – Associazione 
Italiana Consulenti 

Professionali in 
Allattamento Materno 

La Leche League Italia 
MAMI – Movimento 

Allattamento Materno 
Italiano 

IL MELOGRANO Centri 
Informazione 

Maternità e Nascita 

MIPPE – Movimento 
Italiano Psicologia 

Perinatale 

Creattivamente
ostetriche

GIFA – Geneva Infant 
Feeding Association 

(Alessia Bigi) 

Scuola Universitaria 
Superiore Sant’Anna, 
Pisa (Anna Murante) 

Save the Children Italy 
Italian Committee for 
UNICEF • UPPA – Un 
Pediatra Per Amico



WBTi Italy: Plans 

For information 

https://wbti-italy.jimdofree.com/

mail: wbti.italy@gmail.com               

Timeline

 Creation of a group of editors by the end 2022
 First draft by the end of September 2023
 First review by the partners by the end of 2023

https://wbti-italy.jimdofree.com/
https://wbti-italy.jimdofree.com/


WBTi Europe: Aims

• Draw the attention of national and European politicians/policy makers to the 
importance of optimal IYCF;

• Raise awareness among national and European politicians/policy makers of 
sub-standard IYCF policies, programmes and practices in Europe;

• Highlight gaps in IYCF policies, programmes and practices, so that national 
and European politicians/policy makers know where to invest resources;

• Provide recommendations, based on best practices in Europe, on how IYCF 
policies and programmes can be strengthened to improve practices;

• Motivate all countries in the European region to take part in WBTi and repeat 
the evaluation every 3 - 5 years.



WBTi Europe:  A call to action!



How can you get involved?

• @WBTiGlobalSec

• https://www.facebook.com/wbtigs2018/

• irena.zakarija-grkovic@mefst.hr

https://twitter.com/WBTiGlobalSec
https://www.facebook.com/wbtigs2018/


Save the date!

https://abm-europe.org/

GRAZIE!


