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NATIONWIDE SURVEY OF CENTERS FOR COGNITIVE DISORDERS AND DEMENTIA

(CCDDs)

SURVEY

. D

An online questionnaire
was designed to collect
information on:

* the number of migrants
referred to CCDDs in
2019;

* the main complexities
encountered in their
clinical assessment;

* the adopted cognitive
tools

* possible barriers and

The questionnaire was
tested in a pilot
survey addressed to a
representative sample
of 24 Italian CCDDs to
make sure that the
instructions and
questions were clear to
the respondents.
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Two focus groups
involving healthcare
providers with
experience in the field
of migrants’ health
were conducted to
discuss the findings of
the pilot survey and to
refine the
questionnaire.

Canevelli M et & Br Aedrof 2655 36%):1892-1902

Ricerca un servizio

A link to access the
online questionnaire
was mailed to the
available list of
national CCDDs through
the Dementia
Observatory web-
platform together with
an introductory cover
letter explaining the
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Focus groups with healthcare professionals
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Topics addressed:

Migrants’ health needs

Caregivers’ needs

Healthcare professionals’ needs

Cultural representation of dementia
Strengths and weaknesses in providing care
for migrants

Improvement of care provision for migrants

Focus Group
Audio-recorded and
transcribed - informed
consent of participants
60-90 min

“I try with the tools |
know because in this way
| can find something, but
a specific tool is missing
[...] appropriate cognitive
tools for these people
[migrants]...”

Di Nolfi A et al. Ann Ist Super Sanita. 2024;60(4):264-273
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CCDDs completing the
survey
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Regional response

Giulia

Marche
Umbria

Overall CCDDs
n=620

> Closed CCDDs

n=34

A 4

Active CCDDs
n=586

»| Merged CCDDs

n=16
A 4
Surveyed CCDDs
n=570
Overall responses
n=346
CCDDs not
> recognized by
regional
representatives
v n=3

Final responses
n=343

- Canevelli M et al. Eur J Neurol. 2022;29(7):1892-1902
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Referrals of migrants over the
last 5 years
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Referrals of migrants in 2019 at the surveyed CCDDs, by

geo%?aphic macro-area

Total: 4,527 migrants referred to CCDDs;

neuropsychological assessment
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Available resources for migrants with cognitive
disturbances at the surveyed CCDDs, by geographic macro-

area
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Cognitive assessment of
migrants
Screening cognitive tests
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Cognitive assessment of migrants, by geographic macro-area

Accuracy of the cognitive assessment of
migrants
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Challenges encountered in the provision of care for migrants with cognitive
disturbances based on the experience of the surveyed CCDDs

Formulation of a diagnosis
Communication of the
diagnosis

Family involvement
Caregiver's support

BPSD management

Pharmacological treatments

Follow-up
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Canevelli M et al. Eur J Neurol. 2022;29(7):1892-1902
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A relevant number of migrants are being R

referred to CCDDs

Italian CCDDs are not adequately prepared
to assist people with cognitive disorders

with diverse cultural background:

* There is the need to develop, validate, and implement
screening tools and neuropsychological tests that may

support a cross-cultural cognitive assessment;

e The collaboration of CCDDs with professional interpreters
and cultural mediators should be reinforced and possibly
supported by dedicated recommendations/guidelines;

e CCDDs should provide culturally adapted raising-
awareness material and information on dementia.

e Overall lower quality of cognitive assessment in CCD"™.

the Southern regions

Canevelli M et al. Eur J Neurol. 2022;29(7):1892-1902
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Abstract
Introduction A new national survey has been carried out by the Italian Centers for Cognitive Disorders and Dementias
(CCDDs). The aim of this new national survey is to provide a description of the characteristic:

aspects of the CCDDs, and experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Methods A list of all national CCDDs was requested from the delegates of each Italian region. The online questionnaire is
divided in two main sections: a profi containing information on location and ibility, and a data collection
form covering organization, ser . activities, and any service interruptions by the COVID-19 outbreak
Results In total, 511 out of 534 s completed the profile section, while 450 out of 534 (84%) CCDDs also com-
pleted the data collection form. Almost half of the CCDDs (55.1%) operated for 3 or fewer days a week. About one-third of
the facilities had at least two professional figures among i cians and psychi In 2020, only a third
of facilities were open all the time, but in 2021, two-thirds of the facilities were open

Conclusion Thi provides an update on the current status of CCDDs in Italy, which still shows considerable heteroge-
neity. The surve, ed a modest improvement in the functioning of CCDDs, although substantial efforts are still required
0 ensure the di and care of patients with dementia.
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Table 2 Comparisons between
WO surveys il din 2015

and 2022: CCDDs using a

macro-areas, presence of
at least one psychologist or
neuropsychologist in the staff
and type of CCDD

2015 2022 p-value

CCDDs using MCT 229/501 (45.7%) 257/450 (57.1%) 0.001

MCT according to geographical N2220 Ne257
Psychologist in the CCDD siaff
At least one 187 (81.7%) 223 (86.8%) 0.122
No psychologist or neuropsychologist 42 (18.3%) 34(13.2%) 0.122
Geographical macro-area of CCDD
Northern Italy 127 (55.5%) 149 (58.0%) 0.579
Central ltaly 44.(19.2%) 43(16.7%) 0473
Southern Italy and Islands 58.(25.3%) 65(25.3%) 1.000
Type of CCDD
Territorial services 57 (24.9%) 95 (37.0%) 0.004
Hospital-based 138 (60.3%) 125 (48.6%) 0,010
University-based/IRCCS 34 (14.8%) 37 (14.4%) 0.901

MCT minimum core test, CCDD Centers for Cognitive Disorders and Dementias, IRCCS Istituti di Ricov-

ero e Cura a Carattere Scientifico

» Aging Clin Exp Res. 2024 Dec 20;37(1):1. doi: 10.1007/540520-024-02869-6 &

Neuropsychological tests at the Italian Centers for Cognitive Disorders

and Dementias: results from a survey on 450 specialized services
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