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Vaccination Programmes targeting newly arrived
migrants in the Mediterranean Basin and Black Sea

Apulia Region (ltaly)

Workshop “Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the
Mediterranean Basin and Black Sea: immunization strategies
and coverage in the general population and the newly arrived

migrants - the ProVacMed network”
Rome, 16-17 June 2016



Apulia Region, Italy

e 1990s: transit point
—= for migrants from
| Albania

e The ltalian

Governement
established 3 centres

e Apulia remains one of
the primary european
entry point for
migrants from Africa
and Asia

~  Brindisi




Asylum seekers and refugees camp (CARA)
in Apulia
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; Bari Palese CARA
s about 1,600 migrants

Brindisi Restinco CARA
about 150 migrants

Foggia Borgo Mezzanone
CARA about 600 migrants




Immunization strategies

e Since 2008 the Regional Observatory for
Epidemiology (OER) manages and organizes
prevention and screening of communicable
diseases in the immigration centres, In
collaboration with the University of Bari

e Since 2011 immunization activities are
constantly carried out in the biggest CARA of the
Region, located in Bari Palese



Protocol for children residing in Bari
Palese CARA camp

e Appointment for vaccinations every two months
at the camp clinic

e Authorized by CARA camp direction and police
department

e Vaccines were provided from the local
Department of Public Health




Protocol for children residing in Bari
Palese CARA camp

e Cultural mediators:
— Vaccine promotion

— Acquisition of an informed
and written consent

e OER medical team:

— Examined the health
documentation

— Asked the parents
regarding their previous
vaccinations




Immunization schedule of the country of
origin

monitoring fen/globalsummary/ScheduleSelect.cfm

Back to immunization surveillance, assesment and monitoring data

WHO Vaccine Preventable Diseases Monitoring System
Immunization schedules by antigen, selection centre:
These three lists are "multiselect enabled”; You are free to select any amount of any combination of items
Last update: 4-Oct-2012 (data as of 2-0ct-2012).
Mext overall update: Jun 2013.

Begion list Country list
World Cape Verde
Africa Central African Republic ithe) (
Americas Chad
Eastern Mediterranean Chile
Europe China
South-East Asia Colombia
Western Pacific Comaoros (the) .
—————————————————————————— Congo (the) v
Antigen list

All ﬂ

apP - Acellular pertussis vaccine

BCC -- Bacille Calmette-Guérin vaccine

CHOLERA -- Cholera

Dip - Diphtheria vaccine

oT - Tetanus and diphtheria toxocid childrens® dose

DTaP -- Diphtheria and tetanus toxoid with acellular pertussis vaccine %

DTaPHep -= Diphtheria and tetanus toxoid with acellular pertussis and HepE vaccine A

OK with the selection.

Click on this link for: Immunization schedules by disease covered by antigens within age range

Employment | Other UN Sites | Search | Suggestions | RSS | Privacy
© World Health Organization 2012, All rights reserved



Protocol for children residing in Bari
Palese CARA camp

e A specific vaccination plan was arranged for
each child
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Protocol for children residing in Bari
Palese CARA camp

e In case of doubt and only for children aged >3
years the immunization status was checked by
serological tests

e The average time of a refugee stay at camp was
about 1 year




May 2011 — December 2013

e 14 immunization sessions
e 129 children

e 23 countries

e Average age = 7 years

e All migrants received
appropriate vaccinations
according to their age and the
Regional Immunization
Schedule




Reorganization of refugees camp In
October 2015

e Regional Hubs and Hotspots
e Maximum lenght of stay is about 60 days

e \We rearranged immunization activities according
to a new appropriate protocol (priority to MPR
and Polio vaccinations)

e From December 2015 till now:

— 6 Immunization sessions

— 82 children from 6 countries




Protocol for children residing in Bari
Palese CARA camp

e The medical team
provided a certificate of
vaccination in English and
In ltalian

e \We recommend to parents
to show the certificate
when they are transferred
to other centres
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Special sessions of immunization against

flu
Number of Num_ber el Immunization
Flu season vaccinated
guests coverage (%)
guests
2011 - 2012 1,193 712 59.7
2012 - 2013 1,296 628 48.5
2013 - 2014 1,487 646 43.4
2014 - 2015 1,626 580 35.7
2015 - 2016 640 230 35.9




Good practices and lessons learned

e Medical doctors and camp clinic are always the
same

e Cultural mediators are the key-figure to close the
communication gap




Good practices and lessons learned

e High vaccination acceptance among migrants
e Positive feedback and impact

e [hese activities make them feel cared for and
supported




Thank you for your kind attention




