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1. The importance of an international framework 

2. Different level of prevention & some good practice 

3. The strategic place occupied by health 
professionals 

4. Guidelines & conditions for efficient collaboration 
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I am going to talk about … 



The international framework

Convention on preventing and 
combating violence against women 

and domestic violence



The Istanbul Convention

A common international legal instrument to fight 
violence against women and girls.
▪ Adopted by the Council of Europe in 2011

▪ Ratified by 39 member states including European Union 

▪ Italy : ratified in 2013 - in force in 2014

Home - Istanbul Convention Action against violence against women and domestic 
violence (coe.int)
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https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/home


Italy - Istanbul Convention Action against violence against women and domestic 
violence (coe.int)

https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/italy
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/italy


Type of violence 
covered by IC

Source BFEG – Brochure Mise en œuvre de la convention d’Istanbul - 2018 



Any violence against a woman because she is a 
woman, or which affects women disproportionately.

Gender refers to the socially constructed roles, 
behaviors, activities and attributions that a society 
considers appropriate for women and men

Gender-based violence 
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« Gender-based violence is the ultimate 
consequence of patriarchal society »

Convention d’Istanbul Introduction CE 2011



In 70% of situations children are 
exposed to the violence of the 
adults , becomming victims in their
own right 

40-60% of perpatrators
have been exposed to 
violence durging childhood

… and the children
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State parties obligation

1680a9fdb4 (coe.int)
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https://rm.coe.int/prems-124222-ita-2573-istanbul-convention-infographics/1680a9fdb4


www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S175606162400020X?via%3Dihub
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The 3 level of prevention 
& 

some good practices  



Act upstream to prevent 

MC Hofner Rome 2024



Act upstream: good practice 

Batticuore | Fondation suisse pour la santé (radix.ch)
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https://www.radix.ch/it/scuole-sane/offerte/batticuore/


Early detection
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Online teaching for the 
pharmacists 

Early detection: good practice 
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Spezialised care
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Specialized care: good practice 
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Health professionals 
at the focal point 

& means of collaboration 



A huge prevention potential  
# 1/5 women victim of violence in Europe

# 70% of European women in close contact at least once a year 
with a health professional

# ED, gynaecologist,  general practitioner  main gateway for 
women victims to access support and orientation

# Women trust health professional to respond to their needs in 
case of violence 
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“It is not a medical  problem ?” Frequency 
of violence and impact on health are 
both largely underestimated by medical 
doctors

“Not my patients” False representation 
about profile of victims is predominant as 
well as stereotypes 

“I don’t want to offend my patient” 
whereas women are willing to be asked 
about violence and trust their GP

“But I don’t know what to do “ Guidelines 
are essential to overcome medical 
inaction  
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What are 
the 
barriers 



The DOTIP protocol* is recognized as a model of good practice 

Offer a clear message of support

Detect  and welcome 

Offer a clear message of support 

Treat and report 

Inform on right and resources 

Protect and prevent recurrences  

*BEFH_DOTIP_actu2019_web_PS.pdf (vd.ch)

Short and simple protocol 
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https://www.vd.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/organisation/dec/befh/PUBLICATIONS_-_REFONTE/violence_domestique/violence_domestique/BEFH_DOTIP_actu2019_web_PS.pdf


Everyone
can do it 
….but
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Same DOTIP (5 steps protocol)

adapted to each frontline profession
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▪ Taking account of the beliefs and values of each profession is the 
only way to change professional culture

▪ The problem is complex. Neither a unique discipline, nor a unique 
profession can address it alone. So, the program must be 
interdisciplinary  and interprofessional

▪ A new problematic should not automatically lead to the creation of 
a new structure, lets use efficiently the existing experienced 
resources

Same program fundamentals
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… and practical tools
▪ Interactive Dbase:  updated local resources inventory with an 

indicator system

▪ Annual network day: each institution (state or NGO)  briefly 
present the services offered and its expectations towards the 
other institutions. Personal meeting of partners.  

▪ Joint continuing training: from one hour to a year !

▪ Micro exchange placement: police officers spend a day with 
emergency room nurses, social workers spend a night with 
ambulance drivers, doctors spend a night with the policemen 
on duty, etc.
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Act to resist 
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www.epfweb.org/node/551



https://www.epflpress.org/produit/679/9782889150526/violences-
domestiques
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